Apprehending God sy

Aiden Tozer — (pt 2)

Another word that must be cleared up is the word
reckon. This does not mean to visualize or imagine.
Imagination is not faith. The two are not only different
from, but stand in sharp opposition to, each other.
Imagination projects unreal images out of the mind
and seeks to attach reality to them. Faith creates
nothing; it simply reckons upon that which is already
there.

God and the spiritual world are real. We can reckon
upon them with as much assurance as we reckon upon the familiar world around us. Spiritual things are
there (or rather we should say here) inviting our attention and challenging our trust.

Our trouble is that we have established bad thought habits. We habitually think of the visible world as
real and doubt the reality of any other. We do not deny the existence of the spiritual world but we doubt
that it is real in the accepted meaning of the word.

The world of sense intrudes upon our attention day and night for the whole of our lifetime. It is
clamorous, insistent, and self-demonstrating. It does not appeal to our faith; it is here, assaulting our five
senses, demanding to be accepted as real and final. But sin has so clouded the lenses of our hearts that
we cannot see that other reality, the City of God, shining around us. The world of sense triumphs. The
visible becomes the enemy of the invisible; the temporal, of the eternal.

At the root of the Christian life lies belief in the invisible. The object of the Christian’s faith is unseen
reality.

Our uncorrected thinking, influenced by the blindness of our natural hearts and the intrusive ubiquity of
visible things, tends to draw a contrast between the spiritual and the real; but actually no such contrast
exists. The antithesis lies elsewhere: between the real and the imaginary, between the spiritual and the
material, between the temporal and the eternal; but between the spiritual and the real, never. The
spiritual is real.

If we would rise into that region of light and power plainly beckoning us through the Scriptures of
truth... We must break the habit of ignoring the spiritual. We must shift our interest from the seen to the
unseen. For the great unseen Reality is God. “He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”2 This is basic in the life of faith. From there we can
rise to unlimited heights. “Ye believe in God,” said our Lord Jesus Christ, “believe also in Me.”?
Without the first, there can be no second.

If we truly want to follow God, we must seek to be other-worldly. Every man must choose his world. If
we who follow Christ, with all the facts before us and knowing what we are about, deliberately choose
the Kingdom of God as our sphere of interest, | see no reason why anyone should object. If we lose by



it, the loss is our own; if we gain, we rob no one by so doing. The “other world,” which is the object of
this world’s disdain and the subject of the drunkard’s mocking song, is our carefully chosen goal and the
object of our holiest longing.

But we must avoid the common fault of pushing the “other world” into the future. It is not future, but
present. It parallels our familiar physical world, and the doors between the two worlds are open. And

this is not by any trick of the imagination, but in downright actuality. The soul has eyes with which to
see and ears with which to hear. Feeble they may be from long disuse, but by the life-giving touch of

Christ alive now and capable of sharpest sight and most sensitive hearing.

As we begin to focus upon God, the things of the spirit will take shape before our inner eyes. Obedience
to the word of Christ will bring an inward revelation of the godhead.? It will give acute perception,
enabling us to see God even as is promised to the pure in heart. A new God consciousness will seize
upon us and we shall begin to taste and hear and inwardly feel the God who is our life and our all. There
will be seen the constant shining of the light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world.> More
and more, as our faculties grow sharper and more sure, God will become to us the great All, and His
Presence the glory and wonder of our lives.

O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold on eternal things. Open my eyes that |
may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know that Thou art good.
Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. Amen.
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